
We recently had a dentist named Mr. Nabeya give lessons 
on oral hygiene to each of the grades at our school. We did 
a microscopic examination for Streptococcus mutans and  
found the bacteria to be present even in those who try to  
brush their teeth well. 
 The students brushed their teeth harder than usual after lunch on that day. 

On November 7th, we held a traffic safety campaign.This  

campaign, which we have held since 1989, is very 

characteristic and is one of our volunteer works. The 

students handed out traffic safety letters that they had  

written and Nanae apples to drivers on the road. The 

students picked those apples from a tree that was rented from Tomita 

Farm. During the campaign, we received help from the Police Station, the 

Traffic Safety Direction Committee, and the Traffic Safety Promotion 

Committee. With their aid, everything went smoothly. Next morning, we 

got a fax message that I would like to share with you: 

“Dear all in Onakayama JHS, 

Sorry for the sudden letter. Yesterday, my husband met your students on 

the way back from Hakodate for his business trip. Thank you so much for 

the heart-warming letter, delicious apples, and kind words. He safely came 

back to Sapporo. From now on it will be much colder, so take care of 

yourself and don’t forget about traffic safety. We appreciate what you did in 

such cold weather. We were very pleased.” 

 

 

 

 

Message From Anna 
Hi, everyone! It’s Anna Pettyjohn. I have had so 
much fun teaching your children and working in    
your schools. Everyone here is so friendly and  

kind. Thank you all very much  
for all of the wonderful  
memories. Happy New  
Year! See you next year. 
Best, 

Anna Pettyjohn 
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  Every Friday at our school, during a period we  

Call Fresh Time, we all gather in the hall to read.  

Because November is Reading Month, we read 

every morning for two weeks (from the 7th until 

the 18th). The students got familiar with reading 

because they were able to choose what books they wanted to read. On the last 

day, the students introduced one of the books they had chosen to each other. 

Kenjiro introduced Elmer and the Dragon and Yuta introduced My Father’s 
Dragon. The Elmer series has been popular among children; Yuta has read all 

three of the Elmer books. Seitaro introduced Warrior Arumasu and Hibiki 

introduced Story of Seasons to the students in the lower grades. Additionally, 

after reading on Fridays, the students are allowed to pick one book to bring 

home and read over the weekend. They love reading, enjoy reading time, and 

get excited about reading. We hope that, through books, the students are able to 

discover new worlds and form new ideas. 

  

 

Mr. Rentarou Hayashi, a 2nd grade student at our school, 

safely came back from Concord. He has many impressive 

memories, which include seeing a triceratops fossil at the  

Harvard Museum of Natural History, visiting the United  

Nations Headquarters, and staying with his host family. 

With a smile, he said that he had had very significant experiences while abroad. 
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On November 18th, the harvest festival was held. This 
year, the students planted rice in buckets and harvested  
the glutinous rice. The students, their parents, guardians, and teachers, as well 
as the people in the district, enjoyed the annual rice pounding and meal 
together. With the support of the parents, guardians, and people in the district, 
we (the students and teachers of Ikusagawa ES) were able to undertake an 
event like this. We appreciate your continuous support. Please stop by our 
school anytime! 

About a Sense of Accomplishment 

 and a Sense of Achievement 
                                       Vice-Principal  Ryuji  Mitani 
 We safely finished the school festival and there is only a month left in this 
year. The students learned a lot this year. We still vividly remember how 
students in every grade made the most of what they had and successfully 
finished the festival. They were aiming to achieve, concentrating on each play 
and trying their best through trial and error. From the bottom of our hearts, we 
think our students did very well. It’s important for them to reflect back on what 
they learned and were made aware of by the festival. The students who took a 
lot of time memorizing their lines and blocking for the play realized the 
importance of making steady efforts. The students who felt annoyed when the 
rehearsals didn’t go as they expected realized that acting out causes trouble for 
the people around them. Some of them still recall the happiness of being 
encouraged after they failed and felt upset. Some of them will have an increased 
appetite for the next activities when they remember the big applause they 
received after the plays, which made their hearts warm and comfortable. Above 
all, they have learned that, even though there are things they might not be able 
to achieve on their own, almost anything can be achieved with the help of 
friends. This feeling of accomplishment will serve as a motivation towards 
taking the next step. 

Enjoyable English Lesson with Ms. Anna 

The students enjoyed their English lessons with  
the new ALT, Ms. Anna. During the first lesson, they 
listened to her self-introduction. During the second  
lesson, they pronounced English words and practiced  
conversational skills. They were, of course, excited to  
play the colors bingo game and some English card games.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This is a photo of the Reading Books Award Ceremony from 
                     our school assembly on November 10th. Ms. Yamashita, who 
                     is the student library chairman, handed the award 
certificates to the student in each grade who had read the most 
books.The picture on the right is of the library during a break  
on November 15th.On that day, the library assembly held a  
storytellingevent, and so many students came that the library 
 was at capacity. In the space next to the library,somestudents 
read and shared their favorite books. Our library receives  
around 600-700 new books every year. We have roughly 9,000 books in total. As a 
school library, the circumstances seem good but we’ll try to enhance our collection. 
We would appreciate it if you could support our efforts by telling your children to 
keep reading at home and to enjoy reading as a family. 

 

 

    Principal  Roriaki  Asakura 
I recently attended two lectures. The lecturers’ occupations were totally different 

from mine, but I was still very interested in what they had to say. I’m very sure that 
what they talked about is applicable to teaching and can be used to improve the quality 
of teachers.  

The first lecturer was the coach of the professional baseball team. He said, “I never 
tell the players off when they make an error. It’s because they blamed their own faults 
the most. What I can do for them is thinking about why they made errors, telling them 
I’m really counting on you tomorrow, and letting them go.” 

The other lecturer was the owner of a ryokan (a Japanese-style hotel). The owner 
said, “I didn’t study at all when I was an elementary school student. I never studied. 
But, one day, my homeroom teacher praised me. After that, I started studying without 
my family telling me to do so, and my family was really surprised about that.” 

What these two stories have in common – and I might sound like I’m exaggerating – 
is that the words of a coach or a teacher have the power to greatly affect lives. In the 
case of the former, the player starts the next morning by proactively and confidently 
concentrating on the match. In the case of the latter, if the homeroom teacher had 
never praised the lecturer, then the lecturer’s behavior might never have changed. 

Lately, I’ve been thinking about how important the impression that teachers leave 
on their students is. “The students are the mirror of the teachers.” When I look back on 
my words to the students, I want to create a new and more positive version of me in 
their eyes. This is an enjoyable part of being a teacher. And about greetings – I say, 
“Good morning!” while looking warmly into my students’ eyes, rather than telling them 
to greet me. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On November 18th, our school held a concert with 

the theme, “Do You Know Who Mozart Is?” The  

performers were Mr. Atushi Okamoto (baritone),  

Mr. Koichi Sato (piano), and Mr. Yasuhiro Tsukada 

 (commentary) from the Hokkaido University of 

Education, Iwamizawa Campus. Our 2nd grade students played two variations of 

“Twinkle Twinkle Little Star,” one as a band and one on their keyboard 

harmonicas. Then, Mr. Koichi Sato performed “Twinkle Twinkle Little Star” on 

the piano. After that, we listened to two opera arias by baritone solo, Mr. Atushi 

Okamoto. The students loved how he sang the arias in a very humorous way. We 

all spent an enjoyable time learning about Mozart and listening to music. 

This is a picture of 2nd grade students Ms. 

Yurika Takahashi and Ms. Aika Seto, who have 

safely finished the Concord Training Trip. They 

gave souvenirs to our vice principal. 

Teacher’s Words, Teacher’s Eyes 

Apples & Grapes is being issued to help further strengthen the relationship 

between Nanae and Concord. We would like not only children but also adults 

in both towns to learn about school life in Nanae through this newspaper. 
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