
Study Support was held for three days, from January 
11th to 13th, during the winter holiday. All club  
activities were cancelled during these three days and  
students of all grades joined the Study Support. They 
focused on the areas of study where they felt they  
needed the most work and concentrated hard on their 
studies. 
The attendance rate for first graders was especially high. Almost all of 

them gathered in the classrooms for three days, and they were very keen on 
studying. We hope they make use of their efforts during the coming 
trimester and wrap up the whole year. 
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Anna’s Message 
Hello, everyone! Thank you so much for another 

great month! Let’s keep working hard and having fun 

together. 

On February 3
rd
, I gave a lesson about to Concord to all 

if the students of Onuma Junior High School. On February 

17
th
, I gave the lesson to the 1

st
 and 2

nd
 graders of Onakayama 

Junior High School. The students were very engaged with my presentation and asked many 

wonderful questions about their sister city. I hope that everyone learned a lot! Please come 

visit Concord, my hometown! 

Speaking of Concord – Thoreau Elementary School has a new Japanese Club. This club 

studies Japanese language and culture. Ms. Burns, the club’s faculty advisor, is hoping that 

the students in her club can build a relationship with some students in Nanae. If any schools 

would be interested in connecting with Concord, please let me know. 

Finally, I want to congratulate the graduating third graders and wish them good luck on their 

next adventures. It was an honor to work with such amazing students and their futures are 

bright! 

Winter Season! Ski Lessons Are Actively Held at Nanae Schools 

 

 
On January 23rd and 25th, the 4th, 5th, and 6th graders 

had a skiing lesson in the Nanae Snow Park. We were 
very concerned about whether or not the lesson could be 
held, as there wasn’t much snow on the ground by the 
end of winter vacation. However, it snowed! The skiing 
lesson for the 2nd and 3rd graders, which was to be held 
on January 27th, was cancelled due to rain. They are 
having a make-up lesson February 7th. It will be their 
debut lesson at a ski resort. To ski well, every single  

student will have to set their own goals and try their hardest. 
 
 

It’s the height of winter! Despite the severe cold and the 
snow covering the ground, the kids are very energetic. As 
soon as their break starts, they enjoy playing snow soccer 
on the playground and sliding down the snow mountain 
that Mr. Yamakawa made. Unfortunately, the skiing 
lesson scheduled for the 27th was cancelled due to 
unexpected rain. However, on the 20th, the children 
enjoyed skiing under the clear blue sky. Lower graders 
had practiced at the snow slope in our school’s playground. Because of that, they 
got much better at skiing and were able to get on the lift at the Snow Park. Also, 
to the parents: we truly thank you for your help and support.  

 

 

 
On January 24th, the 1st, 2nd, and 3rd graders went to the 
playground at Onakayama JHS and played in the snow. 
We’ve been having such cold days, but the kids are full of 
beans. They became good friends with the snow in order 
to make a snowman, and to slide down steep slopes while 
howling with joy. During the winter in snowy countries, 
people usually stay home because of the weather. 
However, our students have been making the most of their winter by working 
out. One’s academic ability cannot grow without a healthy mind and a strong 
body. We hope that, through exercise, their bodies will become strong enough to 
beat influenza. Why don’t you play outside with your kids together? 

 

 
 
 
Every year, we offer skiing lessons for the 1st and 2nd 

graders to build up their physical strength during the 
winter. This year, we are having two activities on 
January 26th and February 6th. Kids from Onuma live 

by the ski resort, and we think it’s a good chance for them to get some exercise 
even during the winter. 
The Onuma Snow and Ice Festival is on February 4th and 5th. Every year, our 

students join the festival to make snow statues as members of the local 
community. Through this activity, we continue our experiential learning to walk 
through with the locals. We’re now making seven snow statues, which is a big 
challenge for us. Students have been working very hard in the cold weather! 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
We can see the Nanae Snow Park from our school. Our 

school is the closest to the biggest snow resort in the 
region. Making use of this circumstance, we have skiing 
lessons three times a year. 
During winter vacation, Kenjiro, a 1st grader, took a 

skiing class for elementary school students. During his 
class, he took a gondola ride and slid down from the top 
of the hill. Yuta, a 2nd grader, took a skiing class in 

Sapporo. Therefore, they were all able to ride the gondola up the hill from the 
beginning. They skied down a 4 km long course, and naturally adjusted to the 
speed and were able to make smooth turns. The second time, they took the 
high-speed lift and slid down the Challenge Course, even though the condition 
of the last steep slope was hard. 
With the feeling of the wind and snow rushing around you, skiing is the most 

dynamic sport to involve speedily travelling a long distance. For coming third 
lesson, we hope our students will enjoy skiing even more! 
 

 

 

 
 
On December 26th, Ikusagawa Boys Firefighting Club held their Discipline 

Training session in our gym. Also, on January 7th, they joined the New Year 
Nanae Firefighters’ Training in the town hall 
parking area. The student’s prime minister,  
Ms. Kubota, and the flag bearer, Ms. Ebiko,  
led the group. Even though they were nervous, the students marched gracefully 
in calm weather without snow. For the first  
time this year, the firefighters did acrobatic performances on a ladder. The 
students were howling with joy to see them. 

Take a Commemorative Photo 
                       With Gallant Posture 

 

 

 

 
～ To Build Trust, Do What You Are Supposed To Do and Do It Properly ～ 

   Principal   Mikihiko Adachi 
The New Year begins and third semester has begun. 

During the winter holiday, there were no accidents or 
incidents among our students, and each of them spent 
rewarding days. Time flies and tomorrow will be the 
beginning of February. From this point on, every single 
day is meaningful. Third graders must finally decide 
on the course that they will take after graduation. The 
first and second graders must prepare to move up to 
the next grades. We hope that they take everything on 

with a positive attitude. 
There are less than two months left in the third trimester. In the days that will 
conclude the whole year, we should treasure this phrase: “Bon-Ji-Te-Ttei.” This 
is a four-character idiom which means, “Do what you are supposed to do and to 
it properly.” There is no relationship without trust. Building trust isn’t an easy 
thing to do, but one can start by making small continuous efforts every day. A 
good start to a brand-new semester will depend on how the students spend the 
next two months. There is a bright future waiting for them ahead of their efforts. 
We strongly believe that and we need to look ahead to this bright future to keep 
going on. To all the parents and people in the district, we would appreciate it if 
you could cooperate and support our school educational activities. The Result of 
Effort Will Lead You To a Bright Future 
 

 

We Gave a Presentation With a Twist 
Self-Chosen Study As Winter Holiday Homework 

This time, the 1st, 3rd, and 5th graders gave their presentation. It was a fulfilling 
presentation, as all of our students put lots of thought into their research, 
handicrafts, and experiments. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
For two days during the winter holiday, students in  
Grades 3 to 6 worked on the Winter Study and the  
atmosphere was filled with enthusiasm. Our students 
are really obedient and try their best at everything. 
They all listen to their teachers’ advice and we can  
hear them energetically saying, “I’ve got it!” We are 
very happy to see them working hard on absolutely 
 anything. It could be their studies or other activities such as sports or playing 
the piano. We want you to tell your children that it’s a very beautiful and 
wonderful thing to make effort, to do their best, and to try hard. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Make Sure Of How Good It Is and a New Start                                    

Vice-Principal   Ryuji Mitani 
A new year has begun. The third trimester is not only 

the final, concluding trimester, but also the one during 
which students must prepare to move up to the next 
stage. We need to find out how our students have grown 
during the school year and what they expect from the 
next grade. We also think that we should let them have 
hope and set high goals. If we do these things, then the third trimester will help 
to successfully start the upcoming first trimester.  
Each student has grown up through various experiences and new challenges. 

Also, we think that their minds have grown not just through their studies, but 
also through activities beyond classrooms and grades; their minds have grown 
in terms of helping each other and being considerate.  
We hope that our students will recognize what they have tried, further develop 

their skills in the areas that they excel at, and make an effort in the areas that 
they need to improve. Of course, we should lead them and make it possible for 
the students to do these things. When people hear praise, they feel happy. Being 
praised or recognized by someone can make improve one’s confidence. The 
confidence they’ve gained will help them to take another step towards a new 
goal. Therefore, we want to make the third trimester—and this whole 
year—rewarding. 
There are only two months left until the 6th grade elementary school students 

and the 3rd grade junior high school students graduate. It’s really important for 
them to have valuable days. We hope that this can serve as a preparation period 
for their new lives and that they can spend fulfilled days showing their abilities. 
By being friendly to the people around them and by treating everyone with 
respect, they can get along with people and make their daily life enjoyable. 
Everything will go well if they can enthusiastically work with the people around 
them. As we hope that this year will be a good one and that you will all have a 
happy year, we’ll promote educational activities in our school. We would 
appreciate it if you could cooperate and support our effort.  

Full of Beans!! ☃ Playing in the Snow❄ 

Four people supported 
us, including Mr. 
Sekiguchi and Mr. 
Miura. The students 
tried their best at the 
Winter Holiday Study 
Meeting. 

This is a presentation 
entitled “About 
Cookies” by 5th grader 
Ms. Osawa. 
She unveiled her 
homemade cookies! 
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