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message

After enjoying life in Nanae since | came in 2022, it has unfortunately become time for me to return to Concord.
| have come to feel that Nanae and Donan are some of the most wonderful places to live, and these past 3 and
a half years have been the best in my life. Since | first arrived at the yakuba, all of my coworkers welcomed me
very kindly.

When first coming to Nanae, | was most nervous about working with small children. In America, | had worked
mainly with elementary and middle school students, and had never had any experience with kids under six.
However, after | came to Nanae, my first ever piece of work was going into nursery schools to play games and
teach English words. This was a really joyous experience, and | loved joining the sports festival, setsubun, and
curry-making parties. Of course, | always enjoyed teaching English, but my real love since coming here has been
doing cooking classes and events with Onuma Seminar House. Though
the quality of my cooking is not always good, making food together is
one of the greatest ways to share culture and learn about each other. It
is my hope that everyone in Nanae who was able to attend these events
enjoyed themselves, whether it was making bagels or frying alligator bites. .

Though | love the nature, food, and culture of Donan, it is the kindness
of the people | will remember most of all. Speaking honestly, | do not want
to leave. However, responsibility calls back home. Life in Nanae has been
a dream, but soon | must wake up. Goodbye Nanae. | will always, always
come back to you.
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